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Stuck In The Woods

Thanks to THT s coverage
of the first two rounds of
the PGA Championships,
we got to see every shot,
chip, puit, water-ball and
penalty drop from a gay
who fimished tied for 116th
and missed the cut by seven
strokes. Wish I could say
the same for the zuvs at the
top of the leaderboard.

Camera Angle

I guess I was a hittle too
close to the action dunng
a tackling dnll conducted
by the Apache Tral Wolf-
pack plavers last week
at Prospector Park With
both hand: on myv camera,
peering through the lens,
and with chpboard tucked
under oy arm I got “pan-
czked” to the ground Yes,
the two players went a
Iitle wide of their desigz-
nated tackling area, and no,
Coach Greg (Garland never
tooted his whistle to stop
the dnll gone awiry. I suf-
fered a brused tailbone and
pain from my rght elbow
to the shoulder, but, just for
vou, I still managed to get
the shot.
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Free Family Fitness Fun @ MGC

see details, page A-8
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Bounce Back In 2011

With 13 returning starters.

Apache Trail

hopes to get back to their winning ways

By Chuck Baker
The News

the thirty or so players out
for the pressason. thirteen
refurning  starters, a new

Two vears ago, in just ther friple option offense, and the
sacond season of eight-man Wolfpack appear poised to

tackle football, and with a
roster loaded with semiors,
the Apache Trail Wolfpack

make another nm at a state
fitle.
Apache Trail head coach

captured an Arnizoma Char- Greg Garland would likely
ter Athlstic Association cnnge and tell you “Whoa,
(CAA) state championship heold cn a second, pardner,™

title gomg 11-1. It was such with talk of another state
a dramatic tornaround from championship mm.  “Che

their inamzaral 2008 season
when they went just 2-6 bat
still had a shot at makmg the
playoffs i thewr final game.

Last season, with a roster
comprised of mostdy sopho-
mores and jumors, the Walf-
pack fimished 3-7 m the 24
Division, losing m the first
round of the playoffs.

Flash forward to 2011. Faf-
teen semors from amongst

Zame at a time.”

With school starting this
past Monday, the Walfpack
were holdmg thewr first aftes-
school team practice at Pros-
pector Park m preparation
of their season opensr om
Saturday, Angust 27 aft Mesa
Prep. Back i the 2A Divi-
sion of the CAA, Apache
Trail, in the least, has to be
considered a solid dmvision

contender, and certainly ca-
pable of posting a winning
racord.

Eetorming sentor Knis Stein,
lastseason’s leading tackle a=
a linebacker on defensze, has
taken over as quarterback in
2011 and will lead the triple
option offense that Coach
Garland bomowed from a
successfinll Michigan high
school, and then adapted it
for the eighf-man game.

“My brother, who lives
back m northern Indiana,
suggested that I take a look
at the triple opfion used by
Muskegon High School™
Coach Garland said. T did
that, and then spent most of
the summer frying to figure
out away to adapt the offense
from the sleven-man game

see ‘Pack pagea12

_-lr .Feﬁ, ﬂo{ﬁm cle p!'m er ‘.-Tl'm'im Wlotz I.o r#.I EJ'
tries to tackle Cele Pordon (£16) during a prac-
tice drill at Praspector Park while other Wolfpack
plavers look on. Above, Apache Irail head coach
Greg Garland (in sunglasses) watches intently as
his affense gets ready to run a play. With fifteen
seniors on this year’s rester, and with thirfeen re-
mrming starters, Apache Irail appears primed to
refurn to thetr winning ways in 2011, and make a
solid run at the Arizona Charter Athletic Associa-
fion 24 Division post season playeffs.
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game to the eight-man
game.”

Muskegon has won 17 state
titfles dating back to 1920 and
15 one of the most successful
schools using the tmpls op-
tion offenze. The Big Beds,
as they are known, won thewr
last state title i 2008,

Last vear’s starting quar-
terback for Apache Tral
junior Briam Gutierrez, has
moved fo a wideout position
with the offense and 1s one
of the pime motion guys m
the triple option. In 2010,
Gutierrez  completed 33-
of-38 passes for 561 wards
and seven touchdowns amd
rushed for another 292 vards
and four scores. He wall
serve as the backup QB fo
Stein and with hos throwing
and rommng abilifies, even
from a wideout position, it
gives Coach Garland that
many more options with the
offence.

It has been a challenge mm-
plementing the trple option
and Coach Garland will be
the first to tell vou that the
team has focused mostly on
rmumg plays thus far.

“We plan to slowly mtro-
duce some passing optoms
with this offense,” Garland
says. “Right now we have a
tight end check-off, and we
may be adding a couple of
scTeen passes.”

Limung uwp directly belimd
Stein m the follback/rum-

ning back slot will be retum-

ing zemiors Cole Pordon and
Joe Famos. The two com-
bined for 828 vards and nine
touchdowms on the ground
20140.

At the other wadeout spot
opposite Cubierrez 15 retumm-
ing senior Alan Keston, per-
haps the fastest player on the
roster. He too wall go in mo-
tion often with this offense.

Up front, vou have senior
Dial Mathews at center, sa-
niors Steve Hoelbl and Zack
Crismon on the line, and se-
nior Shane Wlotzko at tight
end Mathews 15 a newcomer,
and while not the biggest line-
man oo the Wolfpack roster,
Coach Garland says be may
be one of the smartest play-
ers and most agile. Hoelbl 1=
a retuming starter and even

played some quarterback a
year ago, Crismon 1s a trans-
fer from Apache Junction
High School, and Wlotzke
15 a sobd all-around retwrn-
ing player who can run, catch
passes and play defense He
was third oo the team with
fifty tackles last season.

Also factoning into the pass-
g game when it becomes
more developed will be tight
end Brandon Carlson, who
a year age canght 13 passes
for 222 yards and four TDs,
semior  Shawm  Wlotzko,
Shame’s twm brother, and
Pordon and Rameos out of the
backfield.

On defense for Apache
Trail, five of their six top
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tacklers from last season are
returming. Stein, according
to Coach Garland, may be
moved from linebacker to a
safety position in the hopes
of keeping him a httle less
active on defense, thereby
Leaping him more rested to
mm the offense. Shane and
Shawn Wlotzko combined
to make BE tackles im 2010,
Pordon had 34 tackles, and
Eeeton was m on 24 tackles.
sides of the line will be se-
mors Kevin Apodaca, KEyle
Scholz, Steve Abzher and Ed
Waliers, all retorming play-
ars,

Additional returning pl,alr_
ers this season include jo-
mor Sean Kencharek and
sophomores Robbie Damras
and Steven Conn, all Listed
as wide recemvers/defensive
backs, and some of the new-
comers to keep an eve on are
freshman Jacob Bobln, the
younger brother of former
Welfpack star Jon Bohn, and
BIadlE]r Suwa:d,wholonl:ed
impressive m practce and
could have an mmpact.

After opening the season
Anpust 37 at Mesa Prep,
Apache Trail wall bost (Gal-
bert) Desert Hills on Friday,
Septemmber 2 at Prospector
Park, and then play cross-
town nval Imagme Prep on

parficipate in a praciice drill last week at Prospector Park

Friday, September 9, also at
Prospector Park. The rest of
the 2011 schedule includes
Thursday, September 15 at
Tucson All Sport Academy,
Friday, September 23 versus
ter Academy at Prospector
Park, Friday, September 30

Wolfpack players Joe ﬂmﬂf (#25) and Del Hﬂi’rm t’#-!"ﬂ,‘il ATES‘gum'i'ﬂhucIrE-uSrm mzhrmgﬁ a Mﬂm-
ed by offensive lineman Steve Hoelbl (in red undershirg)

versus (Bullhead City) Mao-
bhave ALC. at Prospector
Park, Friday, October 14 at
day, October 20 at (Phoenix)
Crestview Prep, and Frday,
Cretober 28 wersus (Tempe)
James Madison High School
at Prospector Park Eickeff

for all games wall be at 7:00
p.m.

For more information about
the CAA and eight-man
tackle football incloding
schedules, scores and leagune
standings, visit their official
website at www azeaa. club-
SPACEs. Com.



