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Letters to the Editor
continued from page A-4 

Education. Empowered.

Imagine Prep at Superstition
1843 W. 16th Ave. Apache Junction, AZ 85120

(480) 355-0530   ImaginePrep.com

4 Tuition-free, college prep middle and high school
4 Early college initiative via dual enrollment at Central Arizona  
     Community College
4 Technology enriched learning for success in college and 
     the workplace
4 Sports, clubs, and enrichment opportunities
4 Bus transportation available throughout the East Valley
4 Accredited by NCA/AdvancED
4 “Performing Plus” school...Enrolling Now!

Empowering students 
for success, 

Imagine Prep offers a 
tuition-free higher 

standard in education...

Call, click, or come in today 
to discover how empowering 

education can be!

Information sessions 
& tours every 

Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 

COMPLETE 
Glass 

Service

900 W. Apache Trail, Apache Junction, AZ 85120
480.983.1151

firstchoiceglassandmirror.com

ChoiceFIRST
GLASS & MIRROR

AUTO GLASS
• Insurance Approved
	 ProShop
• FREE Mobile Service
• Direct Insurance Billing
• We Bill Out-Of-State Claims
• Door & Back Glass
• RV Glass

HOME & OFFICE
• Patio/Arcadia Doors
  (Same day service)*
• Dual Pane Windows 
  (Same day service - 		
  next day replacement)*
• Home Windows in Stock
• Safety Glass, Storefront & More!

*Some 
restrictions 

apply

$25
CASH 

REBATE
w/Insurance 

Windshield 
Replacement

Jason H. Moulton, O.D.

1075 S. Idaho Rd., Ste. 105B, 
Apache Junction

www.imageeyecareaz.com
480-380-5116

“Come Meet Our Personalized, Friendly & Professional Staff”

Most Insurance Plans 
Accepted

Stop in and see our huge selection!

Complete Eyecare Services

MON thru SAT  /  9AM—5PM 
555 West Apache Trail 

Behind the AJ Chamber of Commerce 
A ministry venture of LifeGate Church 
More at cardsnbooks.wordpress.com! 

OR call 480-983-1967 for info! 

20% off any one regular priced 
item in the store with this coupon! 

One coupon per purchase. 

The only thing they could tell me was to go online and 
find it that way. They couldn’t help me.
  The five of us don’t have school kids in the area, but if 
we did we would not want her as their bus driver.
  If any of you know which school that bus comes from, I 
hope you will call and let them know what happened for 
the safety of us all.

Lillian See, Apache Junction

Wellness Event
  The City of Apache Junction Parks and Recreation held 
its annual Heal Yourself, Heal Your World, Wellness 
Event this past weekend.
  Over 30 classes were offered and estimated 2000-2500 
guests will attend this event. Over 80 agencies from the 
east valley were represented.
  This event was hosted by the City of Apache Junction 
and the City would like to thank its Platinum Sponsor-
Ray’s Printing and Awards, its Silver Sponsors; AJ News, 
Mediacom, Mountain Vista Medical Group and United 
Health Care.
  In addition many thanks to the Volunteer Committee 
made up of wellness advocates from the community; Jean 
Buckborough, Grace Guilfoyle, Anna Marker, Deborah 
Smith and Superstition Mountain Mental Health.

Apache Junction Parks & Recreation

ated with Bluff Springs Moun-
tain does not contain gold or 
any valuable minerals.
  Many prospectors and trea-
sure hunters believed Bluff 
Springs Mountain contains 
a cache of rich gold ore or 
bullion. There are no historic 
Spanish, Mexican or Ameri-
can records to support trea-
sure caches on Bluff Springs 
Mountain. It is a search in 
total futility to look for a 
gold cache on Bluff Springs 
Mountain.  
  When I was a young man 
in the 1950’s I spent many 
weeks roaming the top of 
Bluff Springs Mountain. 
Much of what I found had 
to do with contemporary 
prospectors and early cattle 
ranchers in the area. I have 
used the so-called Anderson-
Ely Trail on many occasions. 
Dropping off the northeastern 
end of Bluff Springs Moun-
tain can be a wild ride on a 
horse. I really don’t recom-
mend it anymore. The trail 
of the southeastern end of the 
mountain is steep and quite 
treacherous. When I worked 
for the Barkley Cattle Com-
pany we often moved cows 
off the top of Bluff Springs 
down into the corrals we had 
at Bluff Springs.
  Robert K. Corbin tells the 
story of a man who gave him 
a Spanish sword that he told 
him he found on the top of 
Bluff Springs Mountain stuck 
in the ground. Bob had the 

Plumbing Parts • Faucets 
Heating & Air • Pipe & Fittings

Serving the East Valley for 
Over 40 years605 East 38th Ave. 

Apache Junction

480-986-1921

www.centralazsupply.com

We’ve Moved!

208 S. Country Club Dr.
Mesa 

480-834-5817

  Incumbent Pinal County 
Superior Court Clerk Kristi 
Youtsey Ruiz was replaced 
with political newcomer Chad 
Roche. 
  And, in an upset that sur-
prised many people, Apache 
Junction Justice of the Peace 
Dennis Lusk didn’t even sur-
vive the primary race, bowing 
to eventual general election 
winner Shaun Babeu.
  Generally, Democrats fared 
poorly, with Republican can-
didates being tapped in the 
name of “change.”
  Pinal County recorded a 
countywide 41 percent voter 
turnout, with Apache Junction 
precincts registering turnout 
percentages ranging from 32 
to 52 percent.
  Statewide, voter turnout was 
46 percent, approximately15 
percent less than projected 
by Secretary of State Ken 
Bennett, who was overly op-
timistic after a high primary-
election turnout in August. 

from Election, A-1

that if a building permit was 
issued within one year of the 
previous residence being re-
moved, no development fee 
would be required. The pre-
vious residence on the East 
Cody Street property was re-
moved 21 years ago. 
  Councilwoman Robin Bark-
er and Councilman Doug 
Coleman voted yes to deny 
the appeal. 
  Barker said she decided to 
vote to deny the appeal be-
cause the money would even-
tually be transferred from the 
city general fund to the devel-
opment fee coffers, meaning 
city taxpayers would end up 
paying the costs. 

from Council, A-1

from Kollenborn, A-4 sword sent off to the Univer-
sity of Arizona where it was 
closely examined by experts 
and was determined to be a 
Korean Police saber dating 
somewhere around 1953. 
The man actually believed 
the sword was Spanish and 
had belonged to a Spanish 
Conquistador. Such a misin-
terpretation reveals the gross 
ignorance of Southwestern 
history associated with these 
characters who wander the 
trails of the wilderness area in 
search of gold
  There is another story about 
a cave above Ed Buckwitz’s 
old camp in Needle Canyon. 
Near the entrance of this cave 
was a bronze cross about six-
teen inches high. This cross 
with its Spanish markings 
turned out to be fraudulent. 
It was later discovered the 
cross was placed there in the 
1930’s as part of a promotion-
al stunt. 
  There are numerous stories 
about hidden Spanish caches 
on Bluff Springs Mountain. 
The Jesuit cache theories still 
remains an interesting theory 
and that is all. It is nothing 
but a theory. 
  Dr. Charles D. Polzer, Jesuit 
historian at the University of 
Arizona, Tucson, Arizona, 
says, “The insistent legends 
about Jesuit treasure in the 
Superstition Mountain area is 
pure bunk. All it proves is the 
catastrophic ignorance of the 
contemporary inhabitants of 
the desert of all the important 
history of the Southwest.”

Councilman 
Doug Coleman

  Below are the unofficial re-
sults for the AJUSD and local 
races: 
AJUSD Governing Board 
Seats (2 Seats)
Lucy Young   4,485
Debbie Skinner 3,555
Dena Kimble  3,105
Jo Harte  2,815
Judy Leeb  2,283
Krista Van Soest  2,083
Override
No 9,105   Yes 4,983
Apache Junction Precinct 7 
Justice of the Peace
Shaun Babeu (Rep)    15,861
Jim Pfeifer (Dem)         9,294
AJ Precinct 7 Constable
Jack McClaren (Rep) 16,052
David Barnes (Dem) 8,407
Clerk of Superior Court
Chad Roche (Rep) 35,619
Kristi Youtsey Ruiz (Dem) 
27,939
Judge of Superior Court – 
Div. 1
Daniel Washburn  27,605
DeLana Fuller 24,336
Judge of Superior Court 
Div. 4(unopposed)
Gilbert Figueroa 43,325
Judge of Superior Court 
Div. 7 (unopposed)
Kevin White    43,317
Judge of Superior Court 
Div. 8 (unopposed)
Brenda Oldham 42,609
Judge of Superior Court 
Div. 10
Steve Fuller 33,792
Larry Wharton 6,327

  Packets containing the le-
gally required documents 
needed to run for a seat on the 
Apache Junction City Coun-
cil during the March 8, 2011, 
primary election are available 
at the City Clerk’s Office.
  According to a press release 
issued by the Clerk’s Office, 
the packets are self-explan-
atory and serve to help the 
potential candidate file the 
forms necessary to qualify for 
placement on the ballot.
  Forms in the packet include 
but are not limited to Financial 
Disclosure Forms, Candidate 
Affidavit, Nomination Paper 
and Campaign Finance Laws 

City Election Packets Now Available
Mayor, City Council primary election set for March 8
By Christina Fuoco-
Karasinski
The News

Statement, Political Cam-
paign Committee Statement 
of Organization, Contribu-
tion and Expenditure reports, 
Candidate $500 Threshold 
Exemption Statement and 
Nomination Petitions.
  To be eligible for the primary, 
the completed packets must 
be filed by 5 p.m. Wedneday, 
December 8. Each candidate 
must submit nomination peti-
tions containing between 131 
and 261 valid signatures of 
qualified city electors. Pack-
ets which are incomplete or 
received after the filing date 
will not be accepted. 
  On a related note, packets 
containing the legally re-
quired documents needed to 
run against incumbent Coun-
cilman R.E. Eck II in the 

March 8, 2011, special recall 
election are available at the 
City Clerk’s Office as well. A 
press release stated the pack-
ets are self-explanatory and 
serve to help the potential 
candidate file the forms nec-
essary to qualify for place-
ment on the recall election 
ballot.
  Forms in the packet include 
but are not limited to Financial 
Disclosure Forms, Candidate 
Affidavit, Nomination Paper 
and Campaign Finance Laws 
Statement, Political Cam-
paign Committee Statement 
of Organization, Contribu-
tion and Expenditure reports, 
Candidate $500 Threshold 
Exemption Statement and 
Nomination Petitions.
  To be eligible for the March 

8, 2011 recall election bal-
lot, the completed packets 
must be filed by 5 p.m.Friday, 
January 7, 2011. Candidates 
must submit nomination peti-
tions containing at least 144 
valid signatures of qualified 
city electors. Packets which 
are incomplete or received af-
ter the filing date will not be 
accepted.  
  The City Clerk’s Office is 
located at the City Hall Com-
plex, Building C, 300 E. Su-
perstition Boulevard.  Hours 
are Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., ex-
cluding holidays.
  For additional information, 
contact the City Clerk’s Of-
fice at (480) 982-8002, option 
5.

  The City of Apache Junction 
participated for the seventh 
consecutive year in the Rock 
and Roll Paint-a-Thon on Sat-
urday, October 23. 
 The City coordinated with 
Rebuilding Together, Valley 
of the Sun (who identified ho-
meowners) to have the exte-
rior of their homes painted by 
community volunteers. This 
year there were five homes 
painted by many volunteers 
from organizations such as 
the Pinal County Adult Pro-
bation, Apache Junction High 
School Student Council, and 
Apache Trail High School. 
Additional helpers were local 
residents and City staff.

City’s Paint-a-Thon A Success 
Volunteers paint five homes

 Apache Trail High School students and staff partici-
pated in the Rock and Roll Paint-a-Thon on Saturday, 
October 23.

  This annual event is held 
Valleywide and is coordinat-
ed by Rebuilding Together. 
This community-based effort 
is designed to paint the homes 
of homeowners with limited 
financial resources who are 
60 years of age or older and/
or have a permanent disabil-
ity. During the past 7 years 
volunteers have painted the 
homes of 20 local residents. 
Across the Valley, more than 
100 residents receive a fresh 
new paint job each year.
  For more information, con-
tact Heather Patel at the City 
of Apache Junction at (480) 
474-2635 or hpatel@ajcity.
net.

Maeghan Rice Sentencing Postponed 
By Christina Fuoco-
Karasinski
The News
  The sentencing for Gold 
Canyon resident Maeghan 
Rice, scheduled for Novem-
ber 1, was postponed.
  Rice pleaded guilty to second 
degree murder recently for 
her role in the June 20, 2008, 
murder of Randall Davis-
Mercier. She made the deal  
within the last couple weeks, 
said Kostas Kalaitzidis of the 
county attorney’s office.

   Meanwhile, the trial of 
20-year-old accomplice Da-
vid Paulson, who is charged 
with premeditated murder in 
the first degree, has been set 
for April. 
  According to police, Paulson 
stabbed 17-year-old Mercier 
20 times. 
  Authorities suspected the at-
tack was the result of jealousy 
over Rice, Capt. Tom Kelly 
of the Apache Junction Police 
Department said at the time. 
  The attack took place after 

Paulson allegedly directed 
Rice to pick up Mercier while 
Paulson hid in the back seat 
of a crew cab truck. Paulson 
allegedly waited for Rice to 

utter a code word before he 
lunged from the backseat, 
stabbing Mercier, police say.
  Paulson then fled to Utah and 
was extradited to Arizona.


