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Students
get high-tech

Apache Junction High

School  students  learned
about the high-tech indus-
try during a three-day SEM/I
High Tech Uwvorkshop.
Page 13

Overrlde vote
tallies in

While the unofficial re-
sulis are in, showing the
Apache Junction Unified
School District failed in its
effort to get an override re-
newal passed, there could
be rore to the story.

Page 2

By Terrance Thornton
Independent Newspapers

¥g~two of the East Valley's largest
l school districts are experi-
encing a noticeable drop in
student enroliment, but a charter
school in Apache Junction is buck-

ing that trend.

Layoffs, housing and geogra-
phy are playing a major role-in
whether or not a child attends a
certain school district, school of-
ficials contend.

White districts in Queen Creek
and neighboring San Tan Valley
are seeing increases to enroliment

numbers, the Apache Junction
Unified School District and Mesa
Unified School Districts are seeing
a significant decrease to student
populations over the last two
years.

School district officials agree
numerous factors go into the abil-

Studenis pre-
pare o go inlo
their classes
the morning
of Nov. 5 at
Apache Trail
High School,
845 W. Apache
Trall. ATHS is
seeing a slight
increase to
enroliment
numbers in
the commu-
_nity of Apache
~ Junctlon, ATHS
School Leader
Giles Glithero,
lefi, says.

ity to retain and attract students.
But due to the population
boom to northern Pinal County
and the eastern edge of Maricopa
County over the lasl five years, the
AJUSD and MUSD may be fighting

a losing battle, school district of-

See Tallies — Page 6
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While the larger districts are seeing

Continued From Page 1
ficials say. "

Apache Junction

Unified School District

The ATUSD has for the past two years
seen a sleady decrease to total students
enrolled, according to Carol Shepherd,
director of pubdic relations for the district.

“Virtually every financial decision faced
each vear is vilally affected by student nun-
bers partly because the main state-funding
formula is tied to these figures,” she saidl in
an Ocl. 29 press release addressing a Nov.,

3 AJUSI override renewal ballot gues-
tion. “Many people do not realize that the
Apache Junction Ueified School District is
exper lenung a major declining enrolli lenl
situation.”

According to Ms. Shepherd, AJUSD is ex-
periencing a 3 percent loss io student Lallies,
or 300 students from last vear to this yeat.
Ms. Shepherd claims 300 students imake
up about one haif of the population of an
average-sized ATUSD elermentary school,
she said in the press release.

There are five elementary schools, bwo
enicdie schools and one high school that
are maintained, operated and funded by
AJUSD, according to district officials.

District officials paint 1o the tough econ-
oy, the still-ballooning number ol house
foreclosures and property-renting families
mioving away in search of construction jobs
and other opportunities as major catalysis
for the drop in enrellment, Ms. Shepherd
said in the press release.

AJUSD officials were not available for
further conment on this story because as
Ms. Shepherd put it in an e-mail Nov. 2,
“this is not a particularly good week wilh
the election,” she said of the Nov. 3 override
election. '

Apache Trail

High School
White the AJUSD is seeing a decrease to
students, Apaclie Trail High Scheol, 945 W,
Apache Trail, is seeing a moderate increase
10 its student tallies.
“In the last two years we have actually
increased in eproliment,” said ATHS School
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Fremont Junior High School Principal Patricia Christie, Iéﬂ says refaining studends to her schoal is
a malter of proving to parents the quality education given and that her schoo! is an important part of

easl Mesa’s community.

Leacler Giles Glithero in a Nov. 4 phone
inlerview. “We offer an alternative for stu-
dents that may not be successful in a larger
school.”

At the 100- day rmark last year, average
daily membership to the Apache Junciion
charter school — whtich Is owned by the
Leona Group, a corporate entity offering
tuition-free charter schools — was 170
compared o this vear at 185,

The fotal arnount of students the ATHS
facility can handle is 205, according to
School Leader Glithero.

School Leader Glithero says his school
is experiencing a rise in student enrollrment
numbers because of the strong student-
ieacher relationships created.

“Not thai teachers in other schools don't
know something about their students, but
our leachers here know a lot about our stu-

dents because of the relalionship they forge

with those students,” he explained. “You
are able to talk to just about every student.”
- Where once they were lost, they are
now found at smaller charter schools,
School Leader Glithero contends.
“On oceasion, | have heard parents say
their child is felt lost on a larger carnpus,”

he said, but added more students help the
botlom line. “For any school Lo be success-
fut it has to grow every year, but it is all
about getting fo that poinl where we can
grow.”

Similar to tradilional school districts,
ATHS officials are hearing rumors of pend-
ing state-funding cuts, but no concrele
nimbers have beert made public, Schaol
Leader Glithero said.

“There is no guarantee that charter
schools will get what was anticipated,” he
said of state-funding mechanisims based on
average daily membership. “Because of that
there is an element of uncertainty when it
comes to expanding a program.”

Schoot Leader Glithero says a sense of
ownership plays a vital role in retaining
charter school students. '

“[ think the reasan why students stay in
schoals, specifically with charter schoaols,
is hecause they develop ownership of their
school,” he explained. “This not just being
where they get an education, bul where
they can learn life skills. When we do lose
a student it is for reasons outside of their
control.”

declining
Mesa Unified
School District

MUSD Superintendent Mike Cowan says
his district is facing enrollmeni decreases
because of several faciors, most of which
point to cheap housing opportunities i
northern Pinal County.

“IMesa Public Schools serve a large
comenunily of established neighborhoads
that opened in the 1980s,” he explaitied in a
wtitten response o e-mailed questions Nov.
3. “Many farnilies who had young children
moved out of Mesa and other suburban
cormmnuriilies to the far borders of Maricopa
County and into Pinal County where they
could buy a horne at a lower cost.”

According lo Mr. Cowan, over the last
three school years MUSD has seen abiout a
5,000-student decrease to its district-wide
enrofiment tallies, The MUSD, as of Oct. 26,
has 66,624 students allending its schools,
Supenntwclent {Cowan said.

There are five preschools, 57 elenen-
tary schools, 13 junior high schools and 20
high schools that are maintained, operated
and funded by MUSD, according 1o district
officials.

Witk sludents leaving MU%D which
translates into less state funding — Super-
intendent Cowan says funding is a concern,
but it always is.

“The formula is guite comphicated,” he
said of state funding. “It starts with a base-
student allocation. The two main variables
in this are the number of students and the
amount of funding per student set by the
state legislature each year.”

Superintendent Cowan contends the
main reason for decreases in MUSD enroll-
ment lallies are geographical rather than
issues with MUSD.

“When a student withdraws from Mesa
schools, it is most often because the fam-
ily is moving to another commumlv' he
pointed out.

Florence Unified

School District
Florence Unified School District Superin-
tendent Gary Nine says his district is grow-
ing, which he attributes rnainly lo the recent




[rend to studeni enrollment, others are growing

se-year popula[iml"explc)simi,

“We are growing because we provide
1e clieapest place 1o buy a house.” he ex-
lained in a Mov. 3 phoue interview, “hal
1d he new prograim from Poston Butle
digh Schoal).”

Over the past two school years, 'USD
as seen a Y parcent increase lo student
wollment, which for the 2009-14 school
=ar 15 & toal student population of 3055
uclents coinpared 10 tasl vear’s tolal of
385, Superintendent Nine said.

There are six K-8 schools and two high
hoals operated, maintained and funded
v FUSD.

Superintendent Nine says Lrust plays a
ajor rele in refaining students, and for a
‘owing district, developing strong relation-
1ips with parents are paramount.

“Have we earned everybody's trust? No.
/e haven't,” he said. “Bul when we have
rablems, we go al thern head on and we
¢ thein.”

But the focus of a school district has to
e the education given, nol the [unding put
| place to provide that education, Superin-
ndent Nine says.

“We are doing a better job at leachlnq
ur students and our parenis understand
iat,” he noted. “We hope they (students)
ay because they had an enjoyable expetri-
1ce — hopefully they will stay because
ey want to stay.”

Student enrollment abways translates to

allars and cents, Superintendent Nine says.

“Basically your funding is based on Lhe
¥-day mernbership of the previous years,”
e explained. "And that is lhe amount of
ds you have in your programs for the first
)0 days is how your funding for the last
sar 8.7

Superintendent Nine says despite lhe
‘owing student-enrollment numbers, he is
reparing his district for future state-funding
115 courtesy of the still unbalanced slate
udget.

"We set asicle $1.3 million ... they (the
ale legislature) are going lo come and get
{percent) or 9 percent,” he said of next
scal year. “We are growing so that is a little
il of insurance for the tough times that are
are.”

Superintendent Nine says despiie all the
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Students exit Desert Mnumam Elementary Schooi, 22301 §. llawes Road, Nov. 4 headed for schoof
huses to take them home. DMES Principal Bull Schultz, right,says a solid educahon foundation is the

key 1o retaining students in the Easi Valley.

other factors associated with siudent enroll-
ment numbers, parents and how their jobs
have been impacted by the economy deter
enroliment numbers motre than anything
else.

“Predominaltely kids go where their
parenis take them,” he pointed out. “Do the
parents think they are getting the education
they think they deserve or ate they not?”

4.0. Combs School

District District

J.(3. Combs School District Superin-
tendent Jan Langer says enrollment has
increased steadily over the past two years,
which she says can be attributed to pro-
grams and opportunities parents believe to
be beneficial to their children.

“A year ago, the primary reason for
growth was the housing boom that north-
western Pinal County was experiencing as
well as adding the ninth grade as the start of
our high schoo! program,” she explained in
a written response to e-rnailed questions.

This year, the opportunity for new grade-
level inslruction is the reason for the uptick
to student enrolliment at the 1.0O. Combs

schoot district.

“The primary reason for an increase
in student enrollment this yvear appears to
be the grade-level progression of adding
the 10th grade at the high school,” she
explained.

Since 2007, the J.0. Combs school
district has seen an increase from 3,392
students to 4,238 students, according to
Superintendent Langer.

There are four elenentary schools, one
middle and one high school operated,
maintained and funded by 1.O. Combs, ac-
cording to J.O. Combs officials.

While funding levels may be in question
next fiscal year — which for most school
districts begin July 1 — Superiniendent
Langer says funding depicts program levels.

“Funding provides each district with an
opportunity to expand and/or maintain its
prograrn offerings for students and keep
class sizes at an appropriate level,” she said.
“The state funding formula for students is
a weighted funding system based on each
childd’s education category.”

Although her district has been growing
sleadlily over the past three school yeais,
foreclosurds continue to play a role in stu-

dent retention, Superinléndent Langer said.

“Families believe in and support in the
guality education provided in their child's
neighborhood school,” she said, “They
appreciale the emphasis in an education
sysiem thal addresses the education of the
whinle child with the inclusion of advanced
academics, lechnology, fine arls and athletic
programs.”

Ciueen Craek
Linified School District

Queen Creelk Unified School District
Superiniendent farmes Murlless says while
his district is not losing students, it is not
seeing increases to student population like
its neighbors in the San Tan Valley.

“We have not had a decrease in enroll-
ment over the last two years,” he said in
a written response to e-mailed questions.

“I think we have had major increases in
students during my 11 years here. This year
and last we have seen only a slight increase
of about 4 percent.”

In May 2008, QCUSD had 5,238 students
filling its halls and this year, the QCUSD has
5,443 students, according to Superintendent

. Murlless.

Thete are four elementary schools, one
high school, on junior high and one middle
school, operated, maintained and funded
by QCUSD, according to QCUSD officials.

Superintendent Murless says foreclosures
are playing a role, but a minor one.

“We have foreclosures also, but now
lhey are turning into rental properties,” he
said, comparing foreclosures frorm San Tan
Valley 16 Queen Creek. “The Johnson Ranch
area {Florence Unified) has seen treimen-
dous growth, imuch more so than we have.
And, now the foreclosures are countless.”

The econotmy is playing the biggest role
in student rmovernent, Superintend Murlless
contends. ]

“Studenis move with their parents,” he,
explained. "If a parent is let go, they have
no income and no income doesn’t pay the
morigage and they are foreclosed upon and
oftentimes they move lo something more
affordable.”
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